To: AmeriHealth Caritas Next and First Choice Next Providers

Date: April 19, 2024

Subject: Breast Cancer Screening of Women with Schizophrenia — An Opportunity for
Improvement

Women with schizophrenia and psychotic disorders are less likely to receive preventive cancer
screenings.” As a result, the incidence and mortality rates of breast cancer in women with pre-
existing severe mental iliness, such as schizophrenia is higher relative to the general
population’. Contributing factors including payor type, PCP utilization and late entry into
treatment.™ 1

AmeriHealth Caritas Next/First Choice Next is seeing similar screening disparities where less
than 17 percent of eligible women with schizophrenia received mammograms. As an
AmeriHealth Caritas Next/First Choice Next Behavioral Health Provider, | am requesting your

support to combat this disparity.

Please encourage and remind women within your practice to see their primary care provider
to get their needed screenings. If your member doesn’t have a PCP, they can select one from
our online Provider directory, at www.amerihealthcaritasnext.com

AmeriHealth Caritas Next/First Choice Next will continue to educate and outreach members
on the importance of preventive screenings. Together, we can make a difference.

Best regards,

Angela Perry, MD
Chief Medical Officer- Exchange


http://www.amerihealthcaritasnext.com/

Thank you for your participation in our network and your continued commitment to the care of our
members. If you have questions about this communication, please contact your Provider Account
Executive or the Provider Services Department for your state.
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